Getting a copy of  MPLAB IDE


The Microchip corporation (www.microchip.com) manufactures all PIC microcontrollers.  In order to encourage their use, Microchip produces a free piece of software called MPLAB IDE (IDE stands for Integrated Development Environment).  

An IDE is a suite of programs that usually include an editor, a linker, an assembler.  These programs take your program from what you originally type in, called the source code, to the final file you put into the microcontroller, called the hex file.
You can use the MPLAB IDE to program in assembly code and also in a form of C they provide for free.  To get your copy of MPLAB IDE, go to www.microchip.com and look around for the words MPLAB IDE.  Click there, and look for the free downloads section.  

The version I downloaded in September 2008 was an 80 Mbyte zipped version, so plan plenty of time for the download. 
