History 109- Modern American History
Fall 2011 Cuyamaca College
Section 1406 
TTH 8:00-9:15 a.m. F514

Instructor: Ms. Jennifer Hernandez
The preferred method of contact is via my home e-mail jh_history@yahoo.com (jh underscore at yahoo.com).  I do not correspond with students over the college e-mail system.  I will do my best to respond to your messages the same day.  Please make sure to fill in your name and class day in the subject box.  I will not answer e-mails sent without a subject.  Please do not expect an immediate response Fri-Sun.

Books

The Unfinished Nation Volume II Since 1865 

By Alan Brinkley

6th Edition

(Required)

An edition of the Brinkley textbook is on reserve in the library.

Course Description and Student Learning Outcomes 
This course is a broad survey of the history of the United States since 1865.  We will begin the Reconstruction period and end with Clinton, Bush and the war on terror.  Students will learn the major political, religious and social historical events that have shaped the history of this country.  Upon completion of this course students will leave with a better understanding of our country’s history and hopefully a better appreciation of the past.  Students will also have a strong foundation for further historical study in both lower and upper division courses.  Students will develop and improve reading comprehension and writing skills.  Students will also develop necessary critical thinking skills; including developing arguments, theses, and deriving conclusions based on analysis of historical evidence.  

My course is lecture based and designed to be a face-to-face class.  I use power point presentations in lecture in order to highlight pertinent information from the textbook and other sources.  My background is in social history and will focus on the transformation of society and everyday people in U.S. history.  This is an approach I hope you will appreciate.  I do not post my power point presentations on the web.  I do not e-mail power point presentations or lecture notes to students.  It would be a good idea to befriend a classmate in case of an absence.  I welcome questions and am here to help you within reason.  In return I expect some effort to be put forth on your part.  My goal is to prepare you for transfer and upper-division course work.  

We will be covering a lot of information this semester and I will expect students to come prepared for lecture and class discussion.  At the college level it is assumed that students will spend 2 hours studying for every one unit taken.  For a three-unit class this amounts to six hours per week.  

Disability Statement

Students should be aware that the instructor will accommodate verified disabilities once I receive documentation from the DSPS office.  It is the student’s responsibility to schedule test dates through the DSPS office with instructor approval.  You need to provide me with ample time to mail your test to the DSPS office.  The make-up policy in this course is the same for all students.  

Attendance (Please Read Carefully)
By enrolling in this course you have committed yourself to attending class for 16 weeks.  You will need to adjust your work, family and social activities accordingly.  It is unacceptable to show up only for tests.  You will be dropped for missing 3 hours or more of class.  I will also not hesitate to drop students who regularly come to class late and leave early.  I will take attendance during every class session.  I will drop students with excessive absences regardless of grade point average in the course.  

1.  It is the student’s responsibility to drop all classes in which he/she is no longer attending. 

2.  It is the instructor’s discretion (choice) to withdraw a student after the add/drop deadline (9/2/11) due to excessive absences.

3.  Students, who remain enrolled in a class beyond the published withdrawal deadline, as stated in the class schedule, will receive an evaluative letter grade in this class.

Students who miss the first class will be dropped in order to make room for those who wish to add.  Those who decide not to continue with the course will need to drop themselves from the class.  Do not rely on me to drop you.  I do not give points for attendance.  

Classroom Conduct

At the college level professional adult behavior is expected.  Students who are disrespectful towards the instructor or fellow students will be warned and if necessary further disciplinary action will be taken according to the college guidelines including removal from class.  All students should strive to be on time and not disrupt the class by packing up early.  I will not tolerate the use of profanity within or immediately outside the classroom.  Other unacceptable behavior includes, but is not limited to, working on homework for other classes, using your cell phone or texting during lecture.  Computer use is at my discretion and is for note taking only.  Laptop students will have to sit in a designated area.  This is a classroom not an internet café.  

Academic Honesty 

In order to insure a positive learning environment for everyone, the course policy on academic honesty follows that of the college catalog.  Cheating and plagiarism on tests and assignments both in and out of the classroom may result in failure on the assignment and academic sanction on your transcript.  The college honor code will be strictly enforced.  Students should familiarize themselves with the definition of plagiarism.  Copying work from other classmates is an example of cheating.  

Testing (Please Read Carefully)
This course will be comprised of three Unit Tests and a Final Exam.  I will not allow students to leave the classroom for any reason during a testing situation.  Tests will be passed out at the beginning of class and students will have approximately 60 minutes to complete the exam.  If you are late to class you will have the remaining amount of testing time to complete the exam.  If you leave the classroom prematurely your test or final exam will be confiscated and graded on what you have completed.  Students arriving 45 minutes late (or more) to the final exam will not be permitted to take the test and may have to reschedule the test for the following semester.  Students must take the exam on the date it is scheduled on the syllabus.  

Students are forbidden to use any electronic devices or other study aids during any testing situation.  This includes laptops, translators, cell phones, I-pods, I-pads, Kindles, Nooks etc.  Students caught cheating will fail the test, assignment or final exam and will face disciplinary action.  Generally tests will be comprised of multiple choice, geography, matching, short answer, sentence completion and essay questions.  Students should be aware that 50% of the exam is writing based.  All students will be required to bring a Scantron brand (green color 100 question form) for every test.  The Scantrons are sold in the bookstore.  Please do not substitute.  

Make-up Policy
If you have a known conflict you should speak with me well in advance of the test so that I can make other arrangements with you.  Any make-up opportunities will be given at the discretion of the instructor and are for cases of a verifiable medical emergency.  Students in need of a make-up will need to e-mail me by the beginning of class the day of the exam.  If you fail to e-mail me the day of the test you will lose your chance to make-up the exam.  The make-up exam will cover the same material, but obviously, will be a different version of the original test.  All make-up exams will be given during the final exam class meeting.  

Primary Source Investigator Online Assignments

During the semester students will be required to read a selection of documents in addition to the textbook chapter.  We will be using Brinkley’s Primary Source Investigator Online which has a wealth of images, documents, study questions and quizzes.  Students will be required to read the assigned documents and answer specific questions.  These assignments are designed to promote critical thinking and analysis of sources.  The answers are to be short paragraphs in length and written in your own words.  Assignments must be typed and turned in in-class.  I will accept e-mailed copies only in cases of true emergency and will deduct 10% of the point value of the assignment.  E-mailed assignments must be received before 8:00 a.m.(time and date stamped) on the due date in order to be accepted.  Late assignments will not be accepted.  There are no make-ups given for these assignments.  The Primary Source Investigator Online is free to all students.  The website is printed on the back of the textbook http://www.mhhe.com/unfinishednation6e and there are plenty of computer labs around campus for student use.  The Learning Resource Center (LRC) has a number of computers available.  Local public libraries also have free internet access.  Plan ahead if you have limited internet access.  I will allow students to review their graded work, but will retain all assignments.  Please see me early in the semester, if you need help navigating the Brinkley website, or have other concerns.   

Grading (Please Read Carefully)
Your grade is based strictly on point accumulation.  I do not grade on a curve.  Your grade is not negotiable and no additional extra credit will be granted regardless of personal circumstances.  

	Unit Test One  
	25 points 

	Unit Test Two 
	50 points 

	Unit Test Three 
	50 points

	Unit Test Four 
	25 points 

	Primary Source Investigator Online (2) 100 points each 
	200 points 

	Final Exam 
	50  points 

	Total
	400 points 


A= 100-90%, B= 89-80%, C= 79-70%, D= 69-60% and F= 59-0%

To calculate your grade, add the points earned divided by the total points possible.  I will try to post your grades on Blackboard.  Do not expect me to have your grade available at all times.  It is your responsibility to keep track of your grade.  

All students are required to take the final exam and any conflicts must be discussed with the instructor prior to finals week.  Students should be aware that college policy requires instructors to give the exam during finals week and not before.  I will not discuss any grade complaints during the lecture period.  If you feel that I have graded you unfairly you will need to speak with me at the end of class or another mutually agreeable time.  I will allow students to review their exams, but I will retain the tests.  Students will be able to look at an answer key on the day I return the tests.  
Paperwork Policy

I have a policy of returning work to my students promptly.  At the end of the semester I will retain all paperwork, including the final exam, for a period of four weeks.  After that time I will dispose of all old paperwork unless I have made other arrangements with you.  

Dates to Remember 

	Last Day to Add
	9/2

	Last Day to Drop without a ‘W’
	9/2

	Pass/ No Pass Deadline
	9/23

	Last day to drop/ withdraw from semester length classes
	11/12

	Labor Day 
	9/5

	Veteran’s Day Holiday
	11/11

	Thanksgiving Holiday
	11/24-26

	Final Exam 
	12/15 8:00-10:00 a.m. F514


Assignment Schedule

*Note: This schedule may be subject to change by the instructor.  Any changes to this schedule will be announced in advance of the assigned readings.*

	Week 
	Tuesday 
	Thursday 

	8/23
	Introduction to the course


	Chapter 15

	8/30
	Chapter 15
	Chapter 16

	9/6
	Chapter 17
	Chapter 17

	9/13
	Chapter 18 
Primary Source Investigator Assignment 

How the Other Half Lives read the document and answer all the questions.


	Chapter 18 

	9/20
	Unit Test One (15,16,17 and 18)
	Primary Source Investigator Assignment Due
Chapter 19


	9/27
	Chapter 20 
	Chapter 20


	10/4
	Chapter 21

	Chapter 21

	10/11
	Chapter 22 
	Unit Test Two (19,20,21 and 22)


	10/18
	Chapter 23

	Chapter 24 

Primary Source Investigator Assignment 

I’d Rather Not Be On Relief read the document and answer all the questions.  

	10/25
	Primary Source Investigator Assignment Due

Chapter 25

	Chapter 26

	11/1
	Chapter 26

	Unit Test Three (23,24,25 and 26)

	11/8
	Chapter 27
	Chapter 28


	11/15
	Chapter 28 
	Chapter 29

	11/22
	Unit Test Four (27,28, and 29)
	Thanksgiving Holiday No Class

	11/29
	Chapter 30
	Chapter 31

	12/6
	Chapter 32

	Review for final 

	12/13
	No Class 
	Final Exam 

12/15 8:00-10:00 a.m. F514


