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Greetings and welcome to HUM 155. The goals of this class are to read and interpret mythological tales from around the world. Students will study the historical origins of myth in its cultural context, evaluate the relevance of ancient concepts in today’s culture, and identify how ancient myths have affected and influenced culture, art, and literature. Students will identify archetypes and interpret their significance in the understanding of creation mythology, gods and goddesses as well as heroic myth.

We will be reading A LOT! Please be prepared to spend some quality time with your text. This will allow for quality classroom discussion.

Lavater once wrote that “The prudent see only the difficulties, the bold only the advantages of a great enterprise; the hero sees both; diminishes the former and makes the latter preponderate, and so conquers.” What do you think he means by his description of a hero?
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[reconstruction of Zeus at Olympia]
Class Requirements

Reading Journal:






40 pts cr/ncr

This journal will not be collected, but we will use it in class discussions and it will help you with your Term Paper and reading tests. You must complete a minimum of 20 complete journals to receive credit. [23 journals are assigned] The journal is a place for you to record your ideas and feelings about what you read, to write questions when you run across things you don’t understand, and to write notes in class when you find answers. At the beginning of each class, I will take a few minutes to look at your journal. You should write about each of your readings, a total of 2 pages per class. For each reading you should do the following: Write the title of the reading and then write about it – think note taking! 

Reading Tests






60 Points A-F

These tests are multiple choice plus an essay question and are designed to see how well you read and understood the literature which has been discussed in class. There are two tests given. One on March 1st and one on May 26th.
Term Paper







80 Points A-F

On May 26th, a 8-10 page double spaced typed analysis comparing and contrasting two myths or two mythic figures or myth and art will be due. You will be given a detailed handout as to how the paper will be written.
Student Participation





20 Points A-F

Much of the class is based on student discussion of readings. You will be working in groups and as a class to create and answer questions about the readings. For this reason, attendance is very important. Also, the amount of your participation in the groups and class discussions will be graded as well.

Class Materials: You must bring your notebook and pencils/pens to class each day as we often write in class. You must also bring your textbook. 

Attendance Policy: If you miss more than 4 classes, you will be dropped. If you are more than 15 minutes tardy, it will be counted as a full absence.
Grading:

   A = 180-200


   Excellent work




   B = 160-179


   Superior work




   C = 140-159


   Good / Average work




   D = 120-139

   
   Poor work




   F = 0 – 119


   No Pass
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                                           Statue of Hera
HUM 155 – Calendar
**Dates subject to change
Date

Class Focus

1/25

Introduction to class, Introduction to Mythology lecture


In class reading: Intro to text pgs xiii-xxi

1/27

Myths of Creation Lecture
Journal #1 – Text Book: Enuma Elish 2-11, Handbook: Genesis 11-13, Creation Stories – Egypt and the Bible 14-17

2/1
Journal #2 – Text: Greek creation 82-89, Norse Creation 458-474, Handbook :Greek Creation Mythology 21-23, Norse Gods and Goddesses 25-28
2/3

Journal #3 – Text: Indian Creation 290-295, African Creation 508-517
Handbook: African Gods & Goddesses 28, Indian Gods and Goddesses 29-30
2/8
Journal #4 – Textbook: Creation China 324-329, Polynesia 351-365, Handbook: Chinese Mythology 35-37, Polynesia – Maori 37-38

2/10
Journal #5 – Textbook: Creation Navajo 615-621, Iroquois 625-633, Handbook – Navajo Gods 38-39, Coyote and the Shadow People 39-41, Iroquois Mythology 41
2/15

PRESIDENT’S DAY NO CLASS

2/17
Journal #6 - Textbook - Creation in Bolivia, Peru & Venezuela 568-594, Handbook – Inca Foundation Legends 47-49, Yekuana 50-51
2/22
Journal #7 – Textbook – Creation Guatemala & Mexico 595-608, Handbook – Mayan Creation 51-53, Aztec Creation 53-55
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2/24

Review for Exam 
3/1

Exam #1

3/3

Review Exam – Discuss Final Paper

3/8

Lecture - Divine Mythology
Journal #8 – Textbook-  Egypt & Hitite 12-25, Greek 90-99, Handbook – Egyptian Pantheon 63-65, Roman Numen 67-68

3/10
Journal #9 – Textbook - Norse 475-478, Africa 518-520, Mexico 609-614, Handbook – Mythical Creatures 69-71
3/15

Lecture – Hero’s Journey
Journal #10 Textbook – Gilgamesh 1st half 26-40, Handbook Gilgamesh & Hero’s Journey 81-84
3/17
Journal #11 Textbook – Gilgamesh 2nd half 40-56, Handbook Gilgamesh & Epic Poetry 85-86

3/22

Lecture: Odyssey

Journal #12 Textbook - Hercules 100-105, Handbook Odyssey 91-99
3/24

Lecture: Aeneid



Journal #13 Textbook Aeneid 1st half  255-274 Handbook Aeneid 109-112

SPRING BREAK
4/5
Journal #14 – Textbook Aeneid 2nd half 274-288, Handbook Historical Background Aeneid 113-115, 

4/7
Journal #15 – Textbook Pyramus & Thisbe 247-253, Handbook Ovid 117-121

4/12
Journal #16 – Complete Outline Final Paper – Thesis, Topic sentences, Bulleted main points, Conclusion

4/14

Lecture: Ramayana


Journal #17 – Textbook Ramayana 1st half  296-309, Handbook Ramayana Dsartha’s Choice 129-130

4/19
Journal #18 – Textbook Ramayana 2nd half 309-321, Handbook Ramayana Lakshamana’s loyalty 130-131

4/21
Journal #19 – Textbook Kotan Utunnai 339-350, Handbook Ainu People 135-135
4/26
Journal #20 – Textbook Beowoulf  381-396, Handbook Why Read Beowulf 158-160
4/28
Journal #21 – Textbook Beowulf 396-416, Handbook Beowulf Modern Text 161-162
5/3

Lecture: King Arthur
Journal # 22 Textbook  King Arthur 418-433, Handbook Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 143-147, Merlin 149-150
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Journal #23 Textbook King Arthur 434-453, Handbook Geoffrey Ashe 151-156
5/10
Star Wars Film – Consider Hero’s Journey
5/12
Star Wars Film – Consider Epic Style
5/17

Final Paper Workshop – bring 4 copies of final paper

5/19

Review for Final Exam

5/26

FINAL EXAM  - Term Paper Due



Humanities 155 – Mythology 





Instructor: Dr. Lyn Neylon		MW 11:00-12:15 F710


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:lyn.neylon@gcccd.edu" ��lyn.neylon@gcccd.edu�	Phone:619-660-4241


Office: B355


Text: World Mythology 3rd Edition by Donna Rosenberg





Have a Great Summer Break!





To assist with your term paper, I highly recommend that you sign up for supervised tutoring at the English Writing Center [1st floor B Bldg]. This is a FREE service, and you will get the assistance you need to make your paper better!











