
 

 

By Brad Monroe, Program Coordinator 

Celebrating 30 years of Ornamental Horticulture at Cuyamaca College... 

It seems like just a short time ago that I ar-

rived at Cuyamaca College in the summer of 
1979 to interview for a teaching position.  I 
had been an instructor at Southwestern Col-
lege in their Ornamental Horticulture pro-
gram since 1975 and had no intention of 
leaving.  I just wanted to see what Cuyamaca 
had planned for their program.  I was so 
impressed that when I was offered the posi-
tion, I didnõt hesitate.  I began working at 
Cuyamaca College in January of 1980, and 
here I am, thirty years later.  Needless to 

say, I have never regretted that decision. 

Our program has grown from four classes in 
that first semester to more than twenty be-
fore the budget cutbacks this year.  In the 
beginning, I was the only instructor, with Dee 
Maranhao, our only technician.  Thirty years 
later, our faculty consists of Don Schultz, who 
is an additional full-time instructor, and a 
world-class team of almost twenty adjunct 
faculty members who rotate their specialty 
classes.  We also have two technicians, John 

Thomas and Rosalee Clanton.  Collectively, 

our staff members contribute a wealth of 
experience and lots of enthusiasm and hard 

work to make the program what it is today. 

Over the years, we have been extremely 
fortunate to recruit exceptional students who 
have become devoted alumni, partner with 
an industry that supplies expert instructors, 
guidance, donations and financial resources, 
and work together with a college administra-
tion and staff that have always been tremen-
dously supportive of our efforts. Community 
and industry generosity has helped to make 
substantial contributions to the program.  For 
the past fifteen years, the Rice Family Foun-
dation has provided considerable financial 
assistance, funding our newsletter and intern-
ships, which allow several students each year 
to gain useful, applicable experience.  
George and Pat Anderson donated a signifi-
cant amount of land; and the Mission Hills 
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I believe that 

without the Rice 

Family 

Foundationõs 

generous 

donation for the 

Internship 

Program, which 

provides income 

for the nursery 

management, the 

fulfillment of my 

dreams would not 

have been 

possible.  

I began my Ornamental Horticulture education at 
Cuyamaca College in the fall of 2004 after  re-
searching new career options online. At middle-
age I found myself a displaced homemaker living 
in South Carolina, with an empty nest and perma-
nent tendonitis injury to both arms from a short but 
intense career in wedding and art cake decorat-
ing. I needed a new livelihood and after examin-

ing my talents and interests, explored my options. 

I longed to return to my hometown of San Diego 
and relocated across the country to enroll in this 

tiny community college.  

Have you seen that enormous ficus tree and big 
old house in Spring Valley on the Kenwood Drive 
exit off Hwy 94E? Well, I grew up in that house; 
more accurately, I grew up in that tree. It was 
there that I discovered my love of all things horti-
cultural. As I was playing with my dog one day, 
she started digging, uncovering several bricks 3 to 
4 inches under the soil, side by side. I investigated 
this curiosity and with great excitement, exca-
vated a buried walkway from years gone by. The 
aroma and tilth of the rich, sandy loam was intoxi-
cating to me, and I was filled with a wild desire to 
participate in the verdant. Ma had some potatoes 
which had sprouted, was going to throw them out, 
and said they would grow if planted. Grow! Well, 
the tiny potato crop, impatiently dug up early, 
produced a beautiful side dish for my Barbies. My 

passion for plants was born. 

I am extremely satisfied with my choice to be-
come a  Landscape Designer. The Cuyamaca 
College OH Department instructors and program 
more than adequately prepared me for a new 
career. Yet, I was not confident to start taking 
clients until I became a Nursery Associate. The 
opportunity to interact with customers, sharing my 
growing knowledge as I assisted them in their 
plant selection and solving landscape issues, 
proved to be the catalyst I needed to step out 

and begin taking clients to start my own business. 
I never imagined I would eventually become 
Nursery Manager. My confidence, knowledge 
and opportunities continue to grow daily, along 

with the plants I love to care for.  

I believe that, without the Rice Family Founda-
tionõs generous donation for the Internship Pro-
gram, which provides income for nursery manag-
ers, the fulfillment of my dreams would not have 
been possible. Not only do I love what I do, but I 
also get to drive past that old ficus tree every 
time I come to campus for class or work!  Thank 

you, Rice Family Foundation!  

Branching Out with a Rice Family Foundation Internship 

By Vivian Charvat 

Vivian Charvat, Manager of the Ornamental Horticulture 

Departmentõs student-run nursery 

Vivian Charvat, Morgan Rice Intern, funded by the Rice 

Family Foundation, is the OH Nursery Manager.  She is a 

Landscape Designer, currently working toward an Associ-

ates degree with certificates in Arboriculture, Irrigation 

Technology, Landscape Design, Landscape Technology, 

Nursery Technology and Sustainable Urban Landscape.  

Alumni Quote 

ñWith the knowledge I have gained as a graduate student of the Cuyamaca College Ornamental   

Horticulture program, I am currently operating my own landscaping company. I attribute the 

success of my company over the last 10 years as a result of the hands-on learning that I experi-

enced through the program. I found the instructors to be outstanding members within the field of 

horticulture. As the field of horticulture is continuously evolving, I have appreciated the benefit 

of being able to call upon instructors and staff within the program to advise me of the latest 

techniques allowing my business to remain on the cutting edge.ò 

~ Jennifer Roberts - Owner, Extraordinary Landscape  
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By Don Schultz, Full-Time Faculty Member 

2nd Annual Sustainable Urban Landscape Conference Coming March 11 & 12 

The Ornamental Horticulture Department at Cu-
yamaca College will host the second annual Sus-
tainable Urban Landscape Conference on the 
Cuyamaca campus March 11 and 12, 2010. The 
conference will feature seminars by landscape 
professionals and bus tours of local sustainable 

landscape sites. Topics include: 

¶ Sustainable landscapes in San Diego now 

and in the near future 

¶ Green roofs 

¶ New innovations in pesticides 

¶ Gray water panel discussion 

¶ Water conservation model ordinance 

¶ Arboretum All-Stars: new plants for Califor-

nia landscapes 

¶ Sustainable tree selection and maintenance 

practices 

¶ Tours of at least two sustainable landscapes 

Last yearõs inaugural conference was a big suc-
cess and most attendees were happy they came.  
We are very excited about the speaker and tour 
line-up for the 2010 conference and everyone 
can expect an even better show.  With water 
shortages and other environmental issues continu-
ing to shape the future of San Diego landscapes, 
we are proud to be sponsoring a conference with 
such pertinence to the future of the landscape 

profession. 

For conference registration information and de-
tails, please visit the Cuyamaca College Orna-
mental Horticulture Departmentõs web site at 
www.cuyamaca.edu/ohweb,  or call Don Schultz 

at 619.660.4023. 

Don Schultz, previously the Horticulture Manager at the 

Water Conservation Garden, is now a full-time OH Depart-

ment faculty member and instructor. 

To find out more 

about the 

Ornamental 

Horticulture 

program at 

Cuyamaca College, 

attend Orientation 

on Wednesday,  

January 20, 2010,  

Room M-111 

6 - 8 pm! 
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By Carol Fuller 

Cuyamaca Community College Student Affiliate Chapter of the  

American Society of Landscape Architects 
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continued on page 10 

The Cuyamaca College Student Affiliate Chap-
ter of the American Society of Landscape Archi-
tects (CSAC ASLA) has been very busy in its sec-
ond year.  We now have 23 members and look 

forward to adding a few more next semester. 

Two design competitions were arranged for 
members of the Society this year.  One was for 
the Mt. Helix Park Foundation.  The entrance to 
the park was to be redesigned with some very 
strict parameters.  In particular, there was no 

irrigation and it had to deter after hours en-
trance to the park.  There were four partici-
pants;  David Clarke, Sylke Clark, Ellen Land-
fear and Carol Fuller.  Ellen Landfear was our 
winner with a beautifully rendered design.  

Hopefully it will be installed this spring. 

The second design competition was for the San 
Diego Firemanõs Relief Association which includes 
a statue dedicated to the Firefighterõs of San 
Diego County and a piece of 9/11 steel.  This 
design is still undergoing consideration but we 

hope to have an an-

nouncement soon. 

San Diegoõs Habitat for 
Humanity are re-designing 
the entrance to their cor-
porate facility and are 
hoping we can help.  This 
is still in the design stage 
but it is another opportu-
nity for CSAC ASLA to 

become an active part of 
our community.   We have 
been working with Habitat 
for Humanity, the Jimmie 
Johnson Foundation, to try 
to locate homes near the 
college that we can help 
design and install new 
landscaping.  Habitat was 
very happy to be con- Carol Fuller, President of Cuyamaca Collegeõs Student Affiliate  

Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects 
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Pursuing a Dream with a Mission Hills Garden Club Internship 

As a Mission Hills intern, I maintain a floral field 
of product used in our floral classes, and also 

design floral pieces for using in school activities. 

I hope to achieve a Certificate in Floral Design 
and eventually pursue a degree in Ornamental 

Horticulture. 

As a fifth generation gardener, I always had 
the desire to design floral arrangements.  
When the company where I worked for 15 
years was downsizing, I decided it was the 
perfect opportunity to focus on my dream ca-

reer as a Floral Designer. 

I have since completed the Floral Design classes 
at Cuyamaca College required for the certifi-
cate, and am in the process of taking the re-
maining classes needed to achieve my educa-
tional goals.  Once completed, I hope to start 
my own business as a Floral Designer and Event 
Planner.  Being a Mission Hills intern has given 
me the opportunity to gain valuable experi-

ence so that I may someday reach that goal. 

By Debi Jarvis 

continued from page 1 

Garden Club, San Diego Golf Course 
Superintendents Association and Califor-
nia Landscape Contractors Association 
have all provided invaluable assistance 

throughout the years. 

Our studentsõ remarkable cooperation, 
support and dedication has made our 
program a model of achievement.  Not 
only are they committed to horticulture 
and learning, but they are also devoted 
to spending time outside of their busy 
schedules to run our two very important 
organizations.  The Cuyamaca 
College Botanical Society 
(CCBS) was formed in 1980, our 
first year in the program; and 
the Cuyamaca College Student 
Affiliate Chapter of the Ameri-
can Society of Landscape Archi-
tects (CSAC ASLA) made history 
in 2008, becoming the first 
ASLA student chapter in the na-
tion to be established at a 
Community College.  Both stu-
dent-run organizations have 
been responsible for performing 
important community volunteer 
work and for organizing events, 
raising and providing more than 
$340,000 in scholarships to our 
Ornamental Horticulture stu-

dents over the years.   

Thanks again to everyone for 
contributing to the success of our 
program for the past thirty 
years.  We look forward to 
being a part of the continuing 
progress and achievements for  

the next thirty! 

30 Years and Growing... 

Debi Jarvis, Mission Hills Garden Intern, is a Floral 

Design student interested in pursuing a degree in  

Ornamental Horticulture. 

Site of the Cuyamaca College OH Department, circa 1981 

Front of OH building during construction, circa 1979 

Site of the Cuyamaca College OH Department during construction, circa 1979 

If you are interested 

in becoming an active 

member of the CCBS, 

please email our 

Activities Director at 

OHCCBS@gmail.com 
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The first time I ever stepped foot on a golf 
course was as a volunteer for the 2006 Ag-
gie Open .  I have been back to Bonita Golf 
Club for the Aggie Open Golf Tournament 
every year since then and each time have 

felt welcomed. 

Bonita Golf Club Superintendent Brendon 
Reaksecker and his staff were more than 
accommodating, providing everything we 
needed during this beautiful Friday tourna-

ment.  With their help, CCBS officers and 
volunteers from the OH department kept the 
tournament running smoothly all day!  A 
great deal of work was required both in 
preparation for the day and during the 
event.  And it all paid off.  This year, 128 
players participated in the tournament and 
we raised nearly $13,000 to support the 

CCBS and its scholarship program! 

The generosity and number of participating 
sponsors this year was incredible.  Horizon 
provided tremendous support as our corpo-
rate sponsor, and an impressive list of com-
panies and individual sponsors made the 
fundraiser more successful than we ever could 

have expected. 

I would like to thank all of 
the players, sponsors, 
CCBS members, faculty 
and volunteers for their 
tireless efforts to make this 
event such an overwhelm-
ing success.  This tourna-
ment is our biggest event 
of the school year, and 
funds raised go directly 
toward scholarships for 
our Ornamental Horticul-

ture students. 

We welcome you to volun-

teer and participate in 
next yearõs Aggie Open, 
which is already scheduled 
for Friday, October 22nd, 

2010. 

13th Annual Aggie Open is 

Once Again a Major Success 

By Amy Huie 

Dust off your  

clubs and practice 

your putting!   

The 14th Annual  

Aggie Open is 

scheduled for Friday,  

October 22, 2010!   

Mark your calendar!  

You definitely donõt 

want to miss 

this event!  

Amy Huie, President of the 

CCBS, is pursuing a degree in 

Nursery Technology 
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