
Welcome to part 2 of the Introduction to Accessibility for Cuyamaca College.  This part 
represents a condensed version of presentations given by Rhonda Bauerlein and Jodi 
Reed during the Accessibility Panel given during Professional Development Week of the 
Spring Semester, 2009.
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After viewing part 1 of this presentation, you may be afraid that making your online 
ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
possibly do it all.
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ThisǎƭƛŘŜ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ 5ƻƴΩǘ ²ƻǊǊȅΣ .Ŝ IŀǇǇȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎΣ ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΣ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅΧ  ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ 
give you theƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜΦέ

The video can be viewed at http://www.youtube.com/v/02zOk_LQCkY&fmt/18.
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We created a checklist that covers all the requirementsfor accessibility in plain English.  We 
knew this would be too much to take on all at once, so we broke it down into three 
ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ  

¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ 
material accessible.  A better way to approach this is to update and revise your material as 
go.  Just do this one week at a time and by the end of the semester, your material will be 
accessible.  

You can attend labs during staff development week that will be staffed by the Online 
Teaching and Learning Committee who will be able to work with you individually to update 
your material.  

LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ 
for accessibility.
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Hereare some ways you can get support.  We will be providing training and staffed labs 
during staff development week.  We are developing an Education 216 class which will teach 
accessibility.  You can call the help desk at 660-4395.  The DSPS website has accessibility 
information at www.cuyamaca.edu/dsps.  Another resource that all faculty teaching online 
should subscribe to is the blog that Rhonda Bauerlein writes that gives critical information 
that you need to know about teaching online at Cuyamaca College.  
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Another source of support is the Cuyamaca CollegeOnline Blog which is written by Rhonda 
Bauerlein.  It provides information for Cuyamaca College faculty about Blackboard, 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ wƘƻƴŘŀΩǎ ōƭƻƎ ŀǘ ŎǳȅŀƳŀŎŀ-
online.blogspot.com.  Just type your email address into the email subscription area on the 
upper left side of the page to get her posts delivered whenever she posts something new.
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I mentioned earlier that we are splitting the checklist into three parts.  This semester, we 
are concentrating on color, color contrast, hyperlinks, and images.
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The first itemƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪƭƛǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƭƻǊΦ  When using color for 
online materials, avoid using color by itself to convey information.  In this example, 
requiredfields are colored red AND they have an asterisk to make them stand out.
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¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŎƻƭƻǊ ŀƭƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾŜȅinformation is that people who are 
colorblind or have limited eyesight may not be able to discern the information.  
Approximately seven percent of men and one percent of women are colorblind which 
makes this the most frequently occurring disability.  The image on this slide shows a map 
that has been rendered to show how it looks to someone with red/green color deficit.  It 
would be impossible for you to tell a green route from a red route on this map if you were 
colorblind.  The Vischeck website can be used to check to make sure colors in your images 
will be viewable by all.
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Study this image and notehow different colors provide different levels of contrast that 
makes the text easy or difficult to read.
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Here are some examplesof how the foreground and background colors that are chosen 
make text easy or difficult to read.  
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The Accessibility Color Wheel is a websitethat will let you try out different color 
combinations to see if they meet the WCAG 2.0 standards or not.  WCAG stands for Web 
Content Accessibility Guidelines.  Version 2.0 is the latest version at the time of this 
presentation and is the standard we need to meet.
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Thisslide demonstrates how text can be rewritten to create more meaningful links than 
ά/ƭƛŎƪ ƘŜǊŜΦέ 
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A few years agoyou may have been told that every link requires a title attribute.  This is no 
longer necessary and is seen as needless repetitive information unless it adds new 
information for the person accessing the link.  A link that says WebAdvisor may not mean 
anything to a student accessing the Cuyamaca College website for the first time, so adding 
ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ άǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΣ ǾƛŜǿ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜέ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ 
clicking on that link will get them.  It is also a good idea to give a title attribute when just 
ǘƘŜ ǿŜō ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƛƴƪ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ 
click on the link.
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There are three ways you can communicate the content of images to a visually impaired
person.  These are listed here.  Alt text is also known as Alternative Text and Alt tags.  It is 
somewhat of a technical term for giving a text alternative to an image.  In other words, 
ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇŀƛǊŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ƻŦΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ !ƭǘ 
Text in different software programs later in this presentation.  All images in Word 
documents, PDF files, PowerPoint presentations, Blackboard, and websites need to have 
!ƭǘ ǘŜȄǘΦ  LƳŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǇǳǊŜƭȅ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘƛǾŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǾŜȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ 
considered decorative and can have an empty alt tag.  Longdesc is a term used for 
providing a long description of an image on a separate web page.  It is rarely used and only 
used in conjunction with web pages.  It is best to use Alt tags, and when more explanation 
is necessary, provide more information within the text of the page.
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Think of whatalt text you might provide for these images.
¢ƘŜ /ǳȅŀƳŀŎŀ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƭƻƎƻ ŀƭǘ ǘŜȄǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ ά/ǳȅŀƳŀŎŀ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦέ   Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ 
the visually impaired person that the logo is there, but they do need to know what text is 
represented in images.  The next example is much the same, the alt text would be 
άǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƘŜƭǇέ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀǿƴ ƻǳǘ ƭƛƪŜ άǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ ǊŜŘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ 
ƛƴ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ ōƭǳŜ ǘŀō ǎƘŀǇŜΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƛƳŀƎŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǘ ǘŜȄǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǎŀȅǎ άƳŀǇΦέ  LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
is other information contained in the map that is relevant, you should explain that within 
the text of your document or website.  The picture of the Science building in this case is 
purely decorative if it is just in the document to add some interest and color and not to 
convey some kind of information.  It can have an empty alt tag.   And finally, the picture of 
ǘƘŜ ƪƴŜŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀƭǘ ǘŀƎ ƻŦ άŀƴŀǘƻƳȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƪƴŜŜΦέ  LŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀƴŀǘƻƳȅ 
course, you would probably want to add some text to the document that describes the 
different parts of the knee to supplement this picture.

18



{ƻ ōȅ ƴƻǿΣ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ άLƳŀƎŜǎǎŜŜƳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƻǊƪΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ 
ǘƘŜƳΗέ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
would lose the educational benefit that a picture can provide.
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The following slides will not have speaker notes because the slide is self-explanatory.
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The accessibility tool will give you a list ofelements either on one page or your entire 
website that need to be made accessible.
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The accessibility tool will give you a list ofelements either on one page or your entire 
website that need to be made accessible.
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